
FCC 97-115; 97-116

MM Docket No. 87-268

)
)
)
)
)
)
)

OR\G\NAL
DOCKEr FILE COPY ORBefore the IGINAL

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISS~
Washington, D.C. 20554 . . CI2IVF2D

JIJN"j~/ 199.
PlJdef~/C . ~

omm/)ni~:
Offk:6 of~~Comm· .

-u....llIllry I8BlOn

To: The Commission

Advanced Television Systems
and Their Impact upon the
Broadcast Service

In the Matter of

PETITION FOR RECONSIDERATION
OF THE FIFTH AND SIXTH REPORTS AND ORDERS

US Broadcast Group Licensee, L.P. I ("USBG I") and US Broadcast Group Licensee,

L.P. II ("USBG II") (USBG I and USBG II collectively, "US Broadcast Group"), by their

attorneys, hereby timely petitions for reconsideration of the Commission's First Report and

Orderll and Sixth Report and Order2
! (collectively, the "DTV Reports and Orders") in the above-

captioned proceeding.

I. INTRODUCTION

1. USBG I is the licensee of the following full service and translator television

stations:

11 Fifth Report and Order, Advanced Television Systems, MM Docket No. 87-368,62 Fed.
Reg. 26,966 (May 16, 1997) ("Fifth Report").
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Sixth Report and Order, Advanced Television Systems and Their Impact on Existing
Television Service, MM Docket No. 87-368,62 Fed. Reg, 26,684 (May 14,1997) ("Sixth
Report").
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Call Letters Service Location DMA NTSCCh. DTVCh.

KJAC-TV TV Port Arthur, Texas 137 4 40

KFDX-TV TV Wichita Falls, Texas 139 3 28

KSNF(TV) TV Joplin, Missouri 145 16 46

WMGC-TV TV Binghamton, New York 151 34 4

WWCP-TV TV Johnstown, Pennsylvania 90 8 29

W59AI TV Translator State College, Pennsylvania 59

W63AJ TV Translator Huntington, Pennsylvania 63

W65AL TV Translator Martinsburg, Pennsylvania 65

USBG I is also programing full service television station WATM-TV, Altoona, Pennsylvania,

under an Interim Operating Agreement:

IWATM-TV I_T_V I_A_l_to_o_n_a_,p_e_nn_SY_l_van_ia__.L..1_9_0_--1..1_2_3 1_2_4 _

2. USBG II is the licensee of the following full service and translator television

stations:

Call Letters Service Location DMA NTSCCh. DTVCh.

WVNY(TV) TV Burlington, Vermont 92 22 16

W55AI TV Translator Lake Placid, New York 55

W60AF TV Translator Malone, New York 60

W63AD TV Translator Rutland, Vermont 63

W66AJ TV Translator Lyon Mountain, New York 66
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II. DISCUSSION

3. The FCC's Table ofDTV Allotments could adversely affect US

Broadcast Group's stations, and the services they provide, in a number of ways. As an initial

point, US Broadcast Group has concerns about the power levels afforded its UHF television

stations. Sinclair Broadcast Group, Inc. and other organizations will be filing petitions in this

proceeding and will be requesting higher power levels generally for existing UHF stations. US

Broadcast Group is seriously concerned about the ability of such stations to serve even their core

audiences in their communities of license and supports the petitioners requesting that the

Commission review this matter on reconsideration. More specifically, US Broadcast Group has

the following concerns with regard to its individual stations.

PORT ARTHUR, TEXAS TV MARKET

KJAC-TV operates on NTSC Channel 4, with DTV Channel 40 allotted. However in its

DTV Reports and Orders, the Commission has not decided whether NTSC Channel 4 will be in

the eventual core ofDTV channels. If it is not, USBG I will be harmed since the station would

not be able to elect DTV operations on its historical Channel 4. Thus, USBG I requests the FCC

to formally adopt the DTV Channel core scheme that includes Channel 4.

WITCHITA FALLS, TEXAS TV MARKET

USBG I has the same concerns for KFDX-TV, which operates on NTSC Channel 3.

Because USBG I will want to eventually move its DTV operations for KFDX-TV to Channel 3,

it requests that the Commission remove any uncertainty and formally adopt the DTV channel

core scheme that includes Channel 3.
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BINGHAMTON. NEW YORK TV MARKET

USBG 1's station WMGC-TV operates on NTSC Channel 34 with DTV Channel 4

allotted. Consistent with the position earlier stated, USBG I requests the FCC to formally adopt

the core channel proposal that includes Channel 4.

JOHNSTOWN-ALTOONA. PENNSYLVANIA TV MARKET

3. Since WWCP-TV operates on NISC Channel 8 and since that channel lies within

both DTV channel cores under consideration, USBG supports the adoption of the Channel 2-46

core group for DIV.

4. USBG I also operates three IV translators in this market on NTSC Channels 59,

63 and 65. Given that the FCC has not as yet provided the public with its studies underlying the

DTV Reports and Orders, it is not possible to determine the effect of the DIV Table of

Allotments on these translators, or the alternatives available under the DTV plan. In Comments

previously filed in this proceeding, US Broadcast Group emphasized the importance of its TV

translator systems in ensuring the availability of free, over-the-air reception of important

network, local and syndicated entertainment, news, and public service programming.

Accordingly, US Broadcast Group reserves the right to comment further on the DTV Reports and

Orders after the Commission releases GET Bulletin No. 69.
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BURLINGTON. VERMONT TV MARKET

5. USBG II has the same concerns about its system of TV translators serving the

Burlington market, and thus reserves the right to file further comments in response to the

Commission's DTV Reports and Orders after release ofOET Bulletin No. 69.

III. CONCLUSION

Based on the foregoing, US Broadcast Group urges the Commission to reconsider its

DTV Reports and Orders consistent with these comments.

Respectfully submitted,

US Broadcast Group Licensee, L.P. I
US Broadcast 0 L· nsee, L.P. II

By: --I'----~--~--+-+_

Fisher Wayland Cooper Leader
& Zaragoza L.L.P.

2001 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Suite 400
Washington, D.C. 20006-1851
(202) 659-3494

Dated: June 13, 1997
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